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IMMEDIATELY 
MISSOULA--
PETITIONS INDICATE 3,300 UM STUDENTS 
OPPOSE BUILDING COLSTRIP UNITS 3 AND 4 
sale/rb 
1-13-75 
state +cs + 
Petitions signed by more than 3,300 University of Montana students who oppose 
construction of proposed Colstrip generating units 3 and 4 were presented to the Montana 
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation at a public hearing on the proposed 
generating units Thursday, Jan. 9, in Hellgate High School Auditorium, Missoula. 
At Thursday's meeting, the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), released last 
November by the department, was criticized by Patrick L. Smith, Billings, a senior in 
history and political science at UM who is director of the Student Action Center at the 
University and who coordinated the campus petition drive opposing Colstrip units 3 and 4. 
Smith stated that the petition success negates the portrayal of young people by 
recent utility advertising campaigns as being favorable to polluting industries in order 
to secure employment. 
"Young Montanans today refuse to trade the quality of life that we uniquely enjoy in 
this state in order to accumulate wealth," he said. "This trade-off has been made too 
many times in the past." 
Referring to pollution problems faced by a midwestern city, Smith declared, "Young 
Montanans do not wish eastern Montana to become a Gary, Ind." 
He said he is critical of the EIS for not mentioning "the dangerous precedent that 
approval of the proposed Colstrip units 3 and 4 would establish for this state." 
"Colstrip units 3 and 4 and their accompanying transmission lines must not be viewed 
microscopically as an isolated phenomenon, but must be considered within the perspective of 
the total, long-range scenario which depicts the massive migration by energy corporations 
to western stripable coal reserves in the Ft. Union Formation, which contains approximately 
40 percent of all the stripable coal reserves in the U.S.," Smith said. 
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Smith quoted a study released by the Council on Economic Priorities (CEP), based in 
Washington, D.C., that he said has revealed that some 20 billion tons of recoverable coal 
has already been leased in the western states "because of the Department of Interior's 
mismanagement and incompetence." 
"That represents 35 times the amount of coal produced by the United States in 1973," 
Smith said. "These leased deposits cover some 939,000 acres or more than 1,400 square 
miles of land in North Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, New Mexico and Arizona." 
Smith said the CEP study shows that there is a great concentration of lease holdings 
among corporations. "The top 15 leaseholders control 70 percent of the lands leased," 
he said. "A total of 89 percent of all the leases are inactive and 93 percent of the 
leases held by the top 15 companies are not producing coal. 
"These corporations are speculating on the inevitable coal boom to come," Smith said. 
"The final decision made by the Board of Natural Resources and Conservation would be 
founded upon incomplete data if the precedent-setting relationship of Colstrip units 3 and 
4 to other inevitable strip mines, power plants and gasification plants is omitted from 
consideration." 
Smith then quoted recently announced coal-related developments that he said a 
Colstrip 3 and 4 precedent would obviously affect. According to Smith, the developments 
include: Gulf Oil's announced intentions of strip mining, and the construction of nine-
mouth plants southwest of Miles City in Custer County; similar plans by Shell Oil on the 
Crow Reservation; Burlington Northern's proposal in McCone County which would open up a 
strip mine, and the Saskatchewan Provincial Government's announcement of a 300 megawatt 
thermal generating unit in southern-most Saskatchewan that includes plans to dam the 
Poplar River north of Scobey, Mont. 
Smith also criticized the draft EIS for "failing to face up to a concrete definition 
of 'need."' 
"The Montana Utility Siting Act of 1973 mandates that 'no power or energy conversion 
facility shall hereafter be constructed or operated within (Montana) without a certificate 
of environmental compatability and public need,'" Smith said. 
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"To define 'public need' to mean any other need other than the needs of the people 
of Montana would be without legal precedent," he added. "If approval is granted for 
construction of Colstrip units 3 and 4, some 980 megawatts of power would flow westwardly 
via two proposed SOD-kilovolt transmission lines to Pacific Northwest consumers. There 
is no doubt, then, that a legal question arises here--How can 'public need' of Montanans 
possibly be construed to mean the 'public need' of Washington residents?" 
In his concluding remarks at Thursday's meeting, Smith said: "It is the young of 
Montana who will still be around in 30 or so years when this coal boom turns into a coal 
bust. It is my sincere hope that the Department and Board of Natural Resources understand 
our feelings of utter distaste for the industrialization and pollution of a state that many 
of us will wish to call home for the rest of our lives." 
The Associated Students of UM (ASUM) previously passed a resolution in October 
declaring their opposition to Colstrip units 3 and 4. 
Besides being presented to the Montana Department of Natural Resources and 
Conservation at Thursday's hearing, copies of the petitions signed by the more than 3,300 
UM students are being sent to Gov. Thomas L. Judge and to Joseph W. Sabol, Bozeman, 
chairman of the Board of Natural Resources and Conservation. 
In a prepared statement submitted at Thursday's hearing, Thomas A. Stockburger, Billings, 
president of ASUM, said: 
"There are over 22,000 students in higher education in ~~lantana and the following 
student associations at this hour have gone on public record against the immediate granting 
of certificates of environmental compatibility and public need by the State Board of 
Natural Resources and Conservation required for the construction of Colstrip units 3 and 
4 .... ": Associated Students of Carroll College, Helena; Dawson Community College, 
Glendive; Eastern Montana College, Billings; Flathead Valley Community College, Kalispell; 
Montana State University, Bozeman; Northern Montana College, Havre; Rocky Mountain College, 
Billings, and the University of Montana, Missoula. 
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